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vices through its Medicaid program, Medical
Assistance. Most of her clients are from marginalized communities. They “are more likely to have
their wishes pushed aside,” she said.
“In the grand scheme of things, they would need
a doula more than others,” Nti said, adding that
most of her clients would not be able to afford a
doula if it weren’t for Medicaid coverage.
But the coverage has fallen short of initial hopes.
When legislation passed to expand access to doula
support in 2013, advocates celebrated. But once the
policy went into effect in July 2014, they discovered
a slew of barriers.
To get on the state’s doula registry — a requirement to be reimbursed through Medicaid — doulas had to prove they were certified through an
See DOULAS on E6 Ø
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Virtual reality shows promise in
physical and occupational therapy.

our years ago, Michael Heinrich was riding his
motorcycle on the University of Michigan campus when a rotted tree fell on him and snapped
his neck, causing him to lose use of the lower
half of his body. He spent weeks in intensive
care and then went to inpatient rehabilitation.
About halfway through his rehab stint, his occupational therapist, Michael Blackstock, asked
whether he was interested in trying virtual reality
for his therapy. Heinrich, now 26 — who is returning for his master’s at the university — was game.
“What I really enjoyed was being an eagle trying to go through rings,” he said, describing a
virtual reality experience. “From an emotional
standpoint, coming off an injury where I lost the
majority of the use of my body, VR pushed the
boundaries of what I thought was possible.”
Virtual reality has, over the past several years,
moved into the health field for such things as pain
management and relieving post-traumatic stress
disorder. Now researchers and therapists say it has
shown promise for physical and occupational therapy.
“I’ve been through PT for various injuries, and you
know, sometimes I get home and I’m sort of like, well, I
forget exactly what I was supposed to do,” said Brennan M.
Spiegel, a professor of medicine and public health and direcSee VIRTUAL on SH2 Ø
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Yaa Nti of St. Paul takes doula clients through a nonprofit that uses grants and private donations in addition to Medicaid.

hen Yaa Nti thinks about giving birth,
she always returns to the arrival of her
first son.
She describes it as her most “traumatizing” birth
experience, but Nti will never forget the presence
of a close family friend who supported her as she
labored for four days.
Although her husband was there, too, it felt comforting to have another person around in the labor
and delivery room. The experience “impressed
upon me how important it was to have someone
who could empathize” during the birthing process, Nti said.
Nti eventually became a doula in 2014 — the
same year Minnesota began covering doula ser-
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A story from theHill.
com revealed the
ways people are dealing with the ketchup
shortage. They’re
paying a premium
price to buy fast-food
ketchup packets on eBay. I’m not
sure I’d want my burger slathered
with something that’s been sitting
under the floor mats of a guy’s car
for nine months, but ...
“Waaaaait a minute there, mister,” you say. “Back that one up. The
ketchup shortage?”
I know. It was news to me, as
well. According to theHill.com, we
are experiencing a ketchup shortage, and Heinz is promising to
increase production. Immediately,
three thoughts galloped through my
head:
Thought No. 1: How is the family set for ketchup? I’m sure we’re
good. I have never run out of
ketchup in my entire life. There are
at least three bottles in the pantry,
plus the one in the cupboard, which
is open. Yeah, yeah, refrigerate after
opening, I know. I don’t. And yet I
thrive.
Think about it. Have you ever
seen a hospital TV show where
someone was brought into the ER
minutes from death, and the young
doctor — handsome, irritable, brilliant, flawed — leans over, checks
the patient’s eyes and pulse, then
detects a small red fleck on the
corner of the patient’s mouth. He
touches it.
Nurse: “Doctor — what are you
doing? You’re not wearing a glove!”
“I can’t tell the temperature
through a glove, nurse. I may be
impulsive and unorthodox, but my
methods get results.”
“Funny, that’s what they say
about my husband, who’s a cop on
another TV show. What did you
learn?”
Doctor scowls. “It’s room-temperature ketchup. My God, they
never learn. Prepare for a condimentoscopy! He also might have
unrefrigerated relish in his system!”
“But doctor, I always assumed
the vinegar preserved the ... ”
“Just do it!”
No, you have not seen this on TV.
Warm ketchup is fine.
Thought No. 2: Should I go get
some ketchup?
Maybe. Hoarding is wrong, but,
hey, it’s not like I’m the only one
whose moral compass has been
reset to justify hoarding with some
tissue-thin delusion you could see
through during a solar eclipse. In
this case, I tell myself, “I’ll go to
all the stores and see if they have
ketchup, for work research. Maybe I
can even expense it!”
The first store was a suburban
chain known for being Clever and
Fun. The ketchup is on the bottom
shelf. There were a dozen bottles,
and an empty spot where the rest
would go. Well, it was the end of the
day; perhaps they would restock. I
could wedge myself in a corner and
remain motionless for two hours

Study finds Lyme-carrying ticks ‘pretty much wherever we looked’
By PAULINA FIROZI
Washington Post

Disease-carrying ticks,
commonly associated with
wooded areas, are also abundant in the brush and vegetation beachgoers may walk
through to get to the sand, a
study said.
Daniel Salkeld, a research
scientist at Colorado State
University who led the study,
said researchers wanted a
“bird’s-eye view” of where
ticks are found in Northern
California and what they are
infected with, such as bacteria
that causes Lyme disease and
other tick-borne illnesses. “We
were looking at coastal scrub

and looked at redwood forests
and oak woodlands and that
kind of thing because everyone tends to look at the same
kinds of places,” he said. “And
we found ticks pretty much
wherever we looked.”
The most surprising finding, Salkeld said, is that the
ticks were found in coastal
areas.
It was unexpected in part
because western gray squirrels,
known to be the region’s predominant “reservoir” animal,
or source of infection for ticks,
are not common in coastal
areas, according to the study.
Researchers who focus on
Lyme disease said people commonly think of Lyme-carrying

known how many people get
Lyme disease, but the CDC
says an estimate based on
health insurance records suggests that nearly 480,000 people are treated for it each year.

it’s kind of prickly.”
everywhere.”
“I don’t think we were
Eva Sapi, a University of
expecting to find many ticks, New Haven professor and
but we did, and we found director of the school’s Lyme
heaps of ticks in big numbers,” disease research program,
Salkeld said. “And they’re called Salkeld’s study “very
infected with diseases.”
eye-opening” and said there
ZSW
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Dr. John Aucott, director of should be more unconven“The more we look, the more we ﬁnd … the Johns Hopkins Lyme Dis- tional tick research.
ease Clinical Research Center,
“Let’s go to more beaches
disease-infected ticks everywhere.”
said the study shows “geogra- and other places where we
Dr. John Aucott, Lyme disease expert
phy matters.”
think there wouldn’t be ticks,
Cast iron makes quick
Apple cider vinegar
Salkeld said it’s not known and I bet we’ll find them,” saidNationally recognized for excellence
work of veggies. T3
adds big flavor. T3
what animal is infecting ticks Sapi, who also was not part of
Finalist, International Association of Culinary Professionals’ Newspaper Food Section of the Year (2020)
The recent study did not in these coastal habitats, but the study funded by the Bay
that these ticks are far more
find that ticks are crawling it’s a question that will require Area Lyme Foundation.
widespread than realized.
“I’m not trying to ruin anyLyme disease is transmitted around the sandy beach itself, further research by ecologists.
S DAY,
M A R C H 4,
2021 said, one’s vacation or outdoor
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through the bite of an infected Salkeld said. Rather, they were T H U ROne
takeaway,
Aucott
blacklegged tick, according to found in the vegetation that is that “the more we look, the time,” Salkeld said.“Just be
the Centers for Disease Con- grows near a beach or coastal more we find ticks everywhere aware and get rid of them as
trol and Prevention. It is not trail — the “low brush, often and disease-infected ticks fast as you possibly can.”
ticks as being in wooded areas,
such as in New England. Some
said Salkeld’s research, which
was published in the journal
of Applied and Environmental Microbiology, underscores
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The location will be
different, but the concept
will stay the same.
By SHARYN JACKSON
sharyn.jackson@startribune.com

A beloved Minneapolis restaurant is coming back from
the dead.
Butcher & the Boar closed
last fall after eight years
anchoring the corner of 12th
Street and Hennepin Avenue
in downtown Minneapolis.
Now, the Minneapolis-based
restaurant group Jester Concepts is resurrecting it.
Under the tutelage of owner
Brent Frederick, chef Mike
DeCamp and bar director Jeff
Rogers, Butcher & the Boar will
return as the meat-and-whiskey haven it once was, albeit in
a different Minneapolis location. The company behind
P.S. Steak, Monello, Parlour
and Borough has acquired the
rights to the brand, but not the
former dining room and beer
garden.
Frederick is searching for
a new location, “something
that’s industrial, something
with character, something that
emulates what Butcher & the
Boar was,” he said, aiming for
an opening by the end of the
year or early 2022.
The menu’s greatest hits
will return, including the
smoked beef long rib, woodgrilled oysters and a variety
of sausages. “We have all the
recipes, and we plan to bring
everything back,” Frederick
said. “We’re going to have fun
with it and definitely pay homage to it.”

See LILEKS on E6 Ø
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are coming out of their
pandemic-induced slumbers.
By RICK NELSON
rick.nelson@startribune.com

& YOUR MONEY

When the Surdyk family opened
Sidebar (303 E. Hennepin Av., Mpls.,
612-455-2574, sidebaratsurdyks.com)
in a corner of their landmark liquor
store last September, the party didn’t
last long.
After running for two months —
the temperate fall weather led to a
brisk patio business — the restaurant and bar took a pause when Gov.
Tim Walz shut down the state’s din-

Individual traders have rocked the stock market in recent weeks as they helped
push share prices of several struggling retailers to extraordinary heights

Sidebar is now coming out of its
pandemic-induced sleep, with a few
changes.
The restaurant’s menu was originally the work of longtime Surdyk’s
culinary director Mary Richter.
“And it was great,” said co-owner
Taylor Surdyk. “But Mary wasn’t in
the kitchen, and we realized that’s
what we needed.”
Turns out, their ideal candidate
was right around the corner. Chicago
native Randall Prudden has worked
in the kitchens of some of the country’s top restaurants, including
Alinea and Next in Chicago, the Inn
at Little Washington outside Washington, D.C., and Pinewood Social

in Nashville. He relocated to Minneapolis to be a part of the Spoon
and Stable opening team, then spent
time at Canoe Bay, the luxury resort
in Chetek, Wis. Prudden was cooking at Dialogue in Santa Monica,
Calif., when the pandemic hit, and
he returned home to his condo in
northeast Minneapolis.
“My wife and I live maybe a halfblock from the restaurant,” he said.
“I love this neighborhood, and Surdyk’s is its anchor. I’m super-excited
to build what I feel is missing from
the neighborhood, which is a place
where you can pop over to the patio
with your dog for a burger, or go
inside for date night. We also want
See RESTAURANTS on E6 Ø
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The busy double Oscar
winner shows no signs
of slowing down.
By CHRIS HEWITT
chris.hewitt@startribune.com

It’s weird to say this about
someone as acclaimed as Tom
Hanks, but: He’s underrated.
Yes, Hollywood’s nicest guy
has two best actor Oscars on
his mantel (for “Philadelphia”
in 1994 and “Forrest Gump” in
1995), but that category seems
to be done with him. He has
not been nominated in it since
“Cast Away” in 2001, although
he did snag a supporting nod
last year for “A Beautiful Day
in the Neighborhood.” That
means a string of his best work
has escaped the little gold guy’s
attention: “Captain Phillips,”
“Sully,” “The Post,” “Catch
Me if You Can,” “Road to Perdition.” Hanks was thought to
be an awards contender for
all of those and he’ll probably
miss out again for “News of the
World” when nominations are
announced March 15.
Undoubtedly, none of
this bothers Hanks. After a
COVID-19 battle that shuttered production for months,
he’s back in Australia, playing
Elvis Presley manager Colonel
Tom Parker in a Baz Luhrmann
project. He has a sci-fi movie
called “Bios” and several other
titles lined up. “In the Garden of Beasts” will find him

2021 LIMERICK CONTEST

They’re poets and these COVIDthemed verses for the Star Tribune
Limerick Contest show it.

Got a maple tree? Get your drill, the kids,
the neighbors and go outside and tap it.

Story by RICHARD CHIN
Illustration by NURI DUCASSI
Star Tribune staff

By SUSAN DIETRICH HASSLER • Special to the Star Tribune

Y

ou might not have noticed,
but drop by drop, the first
harvest of 2021 has begun.
There’s more sunlight.
Maple trees and their shallow roots break their dormancy, and the
sap will be ready to rise up. The trees are
as anxious for spring as we are.
I’m a backyard tapper, right in the
heart of Minneapolis, and you can be, too.
Here, conditions converge to produce
sap for maple syrup. We have the requisite
long, cold winters and a spring cycle of

Spring is when a limerick writer’s fancy apparently
turns to thoughts of vaccinated and unmasked love.
At least that’s the conclusion you might reach from
some of the submissions we received in the Star Tribune Limerick Contest.
About 2,000 poems were e-mailed to us to help celebrate National Poetry Month with limericks on the
theme of the light at the end of the pandemic tunnel.
Many of you lonely scribes waxed poetic on the
desire to finally rip off the mask and get affectionate
when things get back to normal. But we also got limericks about Zoom fatigue, COVID weight gain, vaccine indecision and shutdown disputes.
Submissions came from all corners of the country
and from all walks of life, including rhyming doctors,

GETTING REVENGE

Alex Malen, 21, a senior at the U, bought GameStop and AMC shares as part of a wave of young investors wanting to stick it to short-selling hedge funds.

GAMING THE SYSTEM
WITH GAMESTOP
Story by NICOLE NORFLEET • Photos by LEILA NAVIDI • Star Tribune staff

The resulting chaos has grabbed headlines
for the past few weeks like any typical David
vs. Goliath story would, complete with billions of dollars of money lost by institutional
investors, lawmakers pushing for regulation
and cameos by Elon Musk.
Some of the hype has died down over the
last few days as GameStop and other stocks
that saw a rapid upticks in price such as AMC
theaters are now seeing large declines.
As the dust begins to settle, Minnesota
financial experts are taking stock of what
lessons — if any — can be learned from this
latest retail reckoning as local traders have
hailed the recent frenzy as nothing short of a
cultural movement.

See REDDIT on D2 Ø

Amid virus, developers woo renters with fresh air
Purifying systems and other
features are being built to ease
concerns during pandemic.
By JIM BUCHTA
jim.buchta@startribune.com

If they can afford it, Twin Cities
renters now have access to apartment buildings with the kinds of
amenities and features typically
found in high-end houses and luxury resorts: Spas for people and
dogs, apps that control everything
from lights to package delivery
and indoor and outdoor gathering
spaces with chefs kitchens, firepits
and big-screen TVs.
With pandemic worries unlikely
to subside anytime soon, developers are now trying to woo renters
with a perk that can’t be seen: fresh
air.
Several Twin Cities apartment
buildings are being built — and
retrofit — with a range of features that aim to help ease concerns
about the COVID-19 pandemic. From
wider hallways to expensive hightech ventilation systems, a handful
of rental owners are incorporating
health-focused features that can cost
tens of thousands of dollars, but give
them a competitive edge over other
high-end apartment buildings.
“Air has always been this unseen
commodity,” said Patrick Crowe, a

RICHARD TSONG-TAATARII • richard.tsong-taatarii@startribune.com

Developer Patrick Crowe stood on the sky lounge of the Quentin, a
79-unit apartment building under construction in St. Louis Park and
a showcase for the latest in sustainability and energy efficiency.

Twin Cities-area developer. “But
we’ve become hyper aware of it since
the pandemic.”
Crowe had long planned to make
the Quentin, a 79-unit apartment
building that’s under construction
in St. Louis Park, a showcase for the
latest sustainability and energy-efficiency features. Since the pandemic,
he’s doing even more.
The five-story building was

designed to enable residents to live
“net zero,” meaning they won’t consume more energy than is produced
on site or purchased through solar
and wind credits from Xcel Energy.
Strategic placement of operable
windows enable residents to take
advantage of as much natural light as
possible. The building will have supplemental smart LED lighting, smart
thermostats and additional insula-

tion to help withstand extreme
temperatures.
Crowe said that since the onset
of the pandemic, he has added other
features. Common spaces were also
adapted to facilitate social distancing, including wider corridors
and indoor and outdoor areas that
enable residents to gather safely.
For $850 residents can upgrade to
a catalytic air-cleaning system that
kills bacteria and viruses and he
has added energy-efficient elevators with an air-purification system
that kills bacteria and viruses. He
has also increased the size of those
elevators to enable residents who
are sharing a ride more space to
keep their distance and to maximize
air volume in elevators. He has also
added stainless-steel interior surfaces to make them easier to clean.
And this week crews are installing a rooftop system that will continuously supply fresh air to the
building. That’s in contrast to more
standard techniques that bring
fresh air exchange into the units
only when the individual heating
and cooling systems are operating.
And soon, crews will begin installing 85-kilowatt rooftop solar panels.
Crowe said the upgrades will add
about 10% to the cost of the $22 million project, which includes eight
income-restricted units for people
who earn 50% of the area median

Illustrations by MARK BOSWELL • Star Tribune

Here’s our grand prize winner:

PLUS,
COUPON BOOK
INSIDE!

WORLD

In Britain, funeral
beﬁtting a prince

April 18, 2021
startribune.com

I work, play and eat in four rooms.
Don’t shower and wear no perfumes.
Not feeling desirous,
I blame the dang virus.
Plus all of my dates are on Zooms.

Madeline Edgar is a senior at Mounds View High School
who came up with this poem in creative writing class.

Patty Morrissey, Apple Valley, wants to reassure her
husband she’s not actually going on virtual dates.

In 1957, city leaders and planners laid
out a vision for Minneapolis in 1967.
How much of it came true?
By JAMES LILEKS • james.lileks@startribune.com

In April 1957, the Minneapolis Star ran a
series called “Minneapolis 1967: What Future
Awaits?”
It gave the readers a look at the city 10 years
hence, “based on current plans and ideas
from our civic leaders,” as the promotional
ads said. It was written by Daniel Upham and

Paul Veblen (a distant relative of Thorstein
Veblen, the man who came up with the idea
of “conspicuous consumption”).
In this case, it was conspicuous, enthusiastic destruction. When the proposed wrecking balls stopping swinging and the new world
was in place, Minneapolis would be the most
modern city in the country, a place that had the
foresight to leave the past behind.
In 1957, many (if not most) of the people living
in the Twin Cities were dismayed by the condition of downtown. The Gateway district was
old and stained: garish bars, flophouses, liquor
See STREETSCAPES on E8 Ø

Meeting a masked stranger
This brief encounter might
invite you to look more deeply within.

By CHRIS HEWITT • chris.hewitt@startribune.com

You’re at the Walker Art Center, doing
something there’s a good chance you have not
done for 13 months: meeting someone new.
The Walker is hosting 600 Highwaymen’s
thought-provoking “A Thousand Ways, Part
Two (An Encounter),” which tries to get at
essential elements of how we connect. The
first part — which you needn’t have participated in to enjoy this “sequel” — involved a
phone call, a voice prompting your interactions with a stranger.
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The second, at the Walker through May 2,
brings you on stage at the McGuire Theater
to sit at a table, across from a masked stranger
with a glass panel dividing you. Between you
is a pile of cards that will guide both of you
through what feels like a combination of theater and one of those getting-to-know-you
games designed to generate conversation.
(Part Three will be a party of sorts.)
The cards are the same for everyone who
sees the show (I think) but “A Thousand Ways”
is going to be different every time because the
people are different.
Certain moments require one of you to
take the lead. Who will do that? Certain quesSee WALKER on E8 Ø
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Founded by a member of
the Ku Klux Klan and now a
city where most residents are
people of color, Brooklyn Center embodies the challenges
and the promise of a rapidly
changing America.
Residents old and new
say it’s a wonderful place to
live, where thriving immigrant-owned businesses have
emerged in the wake of job
losses in traditional industries and people of all kinds
get along. Yet the suburb of
31,000 just north of Minneapolis has become an international
symbol of racial turmoil in the
week since Daunte Wright, a
20-year-old Black man, was
shot and killed by a white
police officer during a traffic
stop.
Brooklyn Center has undergone a faster demographic
transition than any community in the Twin Cities, according to a study published last
week by the Institute on Metropolitan Opportunity at the
University of Minnesota.
The city was 91% white as
recently as 1990, according to
U.S. census figures. Now, 30
years later, the white population has dropped by more
than half, to 38%. About 29%
of its residents are Black, 16%
are Asian and 14% are Hispanic.
And people say the mix is
working.
“Basically, it’s a pretty good
community overall,” said Jessica Johnson, a 40-year-old
white woman who’s lived in
the city all her life and graduated from Brooklyn Center
High School. “Growing up, it
was pretty mixed.”
A foster mother, Johnson
has four children of her own
who are multiracial. They
don’t have problems with
other kids, she said, but they
do worry about the police.
“My 22-year-old daughter is
pretty dark-skinned, and she’s
terrified to drive right now,”
Johnson said. “I think she’s
always had [that feeling], but
now it’s worse.”
Some say the city has struggled with a negative perception among the largely white
Twin Cities metro population.
Jill Dalton moved to Brooklyn Center from Minneapolis
See COMMUNITY on A8 Ø

They net minor violations,
target nonwhites, don’t
cut crime, research shows.
By ANDY MANNIX
andy.mannix@startribune.com

Cedrick Frazier has been
thinking about the time when
he was 17, driving his aunt’s
old Ford Escort, and Chicago
police pulled him over for a
broken taillight. After officers
discovered the car wasn’t registered to Frazier, the routine
stop turned into something
more. They detained Frazier
on the side of the road for 45
minutes to search the vehicle.
Frazier, who is Black, is now
a 41-year-old DFL state representative from New Hope and
a father of three. “I was terrified. I didn’t know what to do,”
he said, recalling the ordeal at
a public hearing last week.
“Watching the video of Daunte
[Wright], I saw that same fear.

121

People killed during traffic
stops in 2020, 10% of fatal
police encounters

Ethan Moore and Carolina
Trevino Guajardo are accustomed to unsolicited mail
offers to buy their 1950s ram-

... He didn’t know what to do.”
The police killing of
20-year-old Wright has given
new urgency to demands that
Minnesota reduce “pretextual
stops” — the use of minor traffic or equipment violations as
a legal way for police to pull
over drivers they wish to
investigate. Data show police
disproportionately stop drivers of color in minority neighborhoods, giving rise to the
scathing description of pretext
stops as “driving while Black.”
In 2020, 121 people were
killed across the nation during traffic stops, accounting
for about 10% of fatal police
encounters, according to data
collected by Mapping Police
Violence, a group of researchers who record every death at
the hands of law enforcement.
Proponents say these minor
stops are an effective tool that
alert police to more serious
crimes. This is how a state
See STOPS on A8 Ø
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Percentage of drivers
pulled over and vehicle
searched who are Black

Suburb is diverse,
police force isn’t
By KIM HYATT
and JEFF HARGARTEN
Star Tribune staff writers

Photos by GLEN STUBBE • glen.stubbe@startribune.com

S C E N E S F R O M B R O O K LY N C E N T E R : Top, Eden Martinez Perez, 11, played with her
niece, Alexa, 3, and nephew, David, 2, at their apartment building half a block from the police
station; with windows boarded, Alhagie Ngai peeked out for customers at his Value Foods
African Market; Hajah Konneh, owner of M & B Hair Braiding & Beauty Supply, tidied shelves.

Edina tries to buy, save
scarce starter houses
By JIM BUCHTA
jim.buchta@startribune.com

Two things became clearer
Tuesday when it came to Richard Pitino’s future as Gophers
men’s basketball coach.
For one, Gophers athletic
director Mark Coyle pledges
to make the decision on Pitino
after the season. Secondly,
Pitino said he is not giving up
on this year — at all.
Pitino, in his eighth season
at Minnesota, deadpanned
on his weekly radio show
that Coyle “could fire me in
a couple weeks,” but that his
relationship with his boss is
still in great shape.
“I know everybody has
decided that it’s already
going to happen,” Pitino said.
“I believe he wants me to win
the next two games and wants
me to win four games in the
Big Ten tournament.”
Entering Wednesday’s game
at Penn State, the Gophers
(13-12, 6-12 Big Ten) have lost
10 of 13 games, including five
in a row.
Pitino’s emotional postgame
comments to the Gophers
after Saturday night’s loss at
Nebraska left some members
of the team believing he won’t
be back to coach next season,
sources told the Star Tribune.
But players such as Gophers
captain Marcus Carr appeared
more focused on a late turnaround than their head coach’s
job status.
The point guard, who had
a career-high 41 points Saturday, said the team’s mentality
hasn’t changed.

The long-expected move
ends a decade-long run.
By ANDREW KRAMMER
andrew.krammer@startribune.com

The timing was perfect. The
couple are moving to Maryland, so they contacted the city,
which is working with a nonprofit that aims to sell some
of the city’s most affordable
houses to lower-income buy-

The 47 officers who make
up the Brooklyn Center Police
Department have little in common with the nearly 31,000
people they serve.
Most officers are white,
while most residents are people of color. Nearly all officers are male, while the city
is mostly female. And, according to Mayor Mike Elliott —
who in 2019 became the first
person of color to lead the city
— not one officer lives within
city limits.
POLICING REFORM

Pressure grows on legislators
for stronger measures. B1

By ROCHELLE OLSON
rochelle.olson@startribune.com

The livestreamed trial of
ex-Minneapolis police officer
Derek Chauvin in the death of
George Floyd nears a conclusion Monday with two lawyers presenting their final,
most compelling version of

words the jurors hear from
them before retreating behind
closed doors to deliberate.
“The whole trial is about
dropping the puzzle pieces
in the middle of the courtroom and slowly putting them
together,” St. Paul criminal and
civil litigator A.L. Brown said.
The closing argument is “put-

Wild’s Kaprizov leads all NHL rookies in points

Kyle Rudolph, the Vikings’
longest tenured player, was
released Tuesday in a move
that provides financial relief
to a salary cap-strapped team.
The 31-year-old tight end
played 10 seasons with the
Vikings and now will seek
a more impactful role on
another team in free agency.
The move was an expected
step for the Vikings, as Rudolph
publicly expressed his desire
for a change after spending
much of 2020 in a blocking
role; he was also public with
his opposition to negotiations
about restructuring his contract.
The Vikings will save about
$5 million in salary cap space by
moving on from Rudolph, who
leaves with franchise records
in touchdown catches (48) and
consecutive regular-season
games started (93) for a tight
end. He had 453 receptions,
fifth all-time in team history.
Rudolph was scheduled to
count $9.45 million against the
2021 salary cap with no guaranteed money left on a deal
through 2023. General Manager
Rick Spielman, who is scheduled to talk to local reporters
Wednesday, will need to clear
even more space before the 2021
league year begins March 17.
“While I understand that a
lot of the news today is going to
focus on me and the team parting ways, I’d personally rather
focus on the flip side,” Rudolph
said in a Players’ Tribune article published to coincide with
the Vikings’ announcement.
“The fact that me and the
Vikings stayed together for 10
whole seasons, an insane run
See VIKINGS on C3 Ø

By SARAH McLELLAN
sarah.mclellan@startribune.com
LAS VEGAS

O

THE THRILL
ISN’T GONE

Kirill Kaprizov

ne practice. That’s all it
took for Nick Bjugstad to
realize his new Wild teammate Kirill Kaprizov wasn’t
another run-of-the-mill hockey player.
Kaprizov was special.
“I definitely saw a lot there just
from his compete level,” said Bjugstad, who hadn’t watched Kaprizov
before then. “Obviously, the skill,
that’s apparent. But for a skill guy like
that, he works and digs and makes it
hard in the corners. We kind of anticipated this.”
Now, the rest of the NHL is catching on, and how could it not?

celebrated a
recent goal with
teammate Matt
Dumba. He has
six goals and
11 assists for 17
points, which
leads the Wild and
all NHL rookies.
Photo by
DAVID JOLES
david.joles
@startribune.com

Kaprizov is the team’s leading
scorer and the sparkplug as the Wild
catapulted into contention for the
West Division crown. He’s the runaway front-runner for the Calder Trophy as the league’s best rookie, receiving praise for his swashbuckling moves
that have gone viral on the internet.
Kaprizov is also a fan favorite. He
has his own T-shirt bearing his trademark grin, an exuberant smile that’s
becoming the vibe of the entire team.
The man has transcended the
myth, with reality living up to the
expectation that sustained the organization for so many years.
And Kaprizov has no idea.
“I don’t really pay attention to it,”
he said.
See WILD on C4 Ø

ANTHONY SOUFFLÉ • Star Tribune

ELIZABETH FLORES • Star Tribune

Richard Pitino said of his boss:
“He’s going to have to make
tough decisions. And that’s fine.”

Kyle Rudolph played in 140
regular-season games for the
Vikings over 10 seasons.

Sano must get up
to speed on fastballs

It’s time for Berrios
to arrive as an ace

PAT R I C K R E U S S E

LA VELLE E. NEAL III

NORTH PORT, FLA. – The Twins held spring

training for the first time in 1961, and a pitch
thrown above the waist with close-to-maximum speed went with the catchy description
“high fastball.”
Sometime in the 1990s that pitch became a
“four-seamer,” which emphasizes the grip and
allows a bit more variety in location.
And this is important why? Because if you started covering big-league baseball in the mid-1970s and are uncomfortable with the changes in terms (defense, not fielding …
boo!), the use of “four-seamer” must be explained to clear
your conscience.
Now that’s over with, and here’s the deal:
Any attempt to explain Miguel Sano’s alarming decline
as a 27-year-old in the virus-shortened season of 2020 must
See REUSSE on C8 Ø

JEFF WHEELER • jeff.wheeler@startribune.com

Twins pitching coach Wes Johnson likes what he sees of
Jose Berrios at spring training. “Jose’s got that look in his
eye,” Johnson said. “I think he’s on a mission.”

FORT MYERS, FLA. – The last time Jose Berrios was spotted in a major league dugout,
the ground was the most important thing in
his life.
After holding Houston to one run on 75
pitches in the win-or-go-home Game 2 of
the AL wild-card series, Berrios walked off
the mound after the fifth inning and into the dugout, where
manager Rocco Baldelli told him he was turning to his bullpen. Television cameras showed a disappointed Berrios. He
dropped his head and spent a long moment staring directly
at the dirt.
This was brought up to Berrios last week following his
first live batting practice session of spring training at Hammond Stadium. Berrios, the chiseled 26-year old righthander, dropped his head once again.

See NEAL on C8 Ø

Brooklyn Center in recent
decades has transformed
from a mostly white suburb
into what is now one of the
most diverse cities in Minnesota, while its police force has
remained largely unchanged.
Though city officials have
repeatedly pledged major
police reforms — and created
a nationally recognized model
for other cities — the killing
of an unarmed 20-year-old
Black man, Daunte Wright,
by a white officer has put the
suburban department under
a national microscope and
attracted new criticism about
See POLICE on A9 Ø
V I D E O S TA K E A T O L L

Highlighting Black trauma
has a high price. Medcalf, B1

A final chance to convince Chauvin jury

TRIAL RECAP

Worth the wait

See U MEN on C2 Ø

poor policing

By JOHN REINAN
john.reinan@startribune.com

Minnesotans must now wear a mask
An apparently difficult task
For in retail hell
Employees must yell
“Is ‘no nose’ just too much to ask?”

REVIEW:

[C M Y K]

SPORTS

‘WORLD IS WATCHING’ Traffic stops
FAST-CHANGING CITY criticized as

See FRESH AIR on D2 Ø

The city of future past

ZSW

IN COUPONS

Brenda Corbett is a retired English teacher and a West St. PaulMendota Heights-Eagan school board member.

C1 Wednesday, Mar. 3, 2021

Awarded by the Associated Press Sports Editors (2020)

By MARCUS FULLER
marcus.fuller@startribune.com

$267

There’s a virus inside us, you know,
And it’s closed down all places to go.
So we stayed in our houses
“Rediscovered” our spouses
That’s as far as I really should go!

See FILM SCHOOL on T8 Ø

[C M Y K]

Top 10 Sports section in the nation

The Gophers AD will wait
until the season is over.

school students.
The winning poet will receive a custom scarf
proclaiming, “I (heart) Limerick” and pencils from
Sprout, a pencil brand that contains seeds for a
tree, vegetable or flower. Best of all, our top poem
has been given a dramatic reading by a surprise
celebrity. Check out the video to find out who it is:
strib.mn/3gt7Wc1
See LIMERICKS on E8 Ø

Honorable mentions:

STREETSCAPES

4502351/5/21

Find step-by-step instructions and a resource guide for equipment on T2

lawyers, pastors, teachers, college professors and high

“It went from being a meme to almost the
French Revolution of finance,” said Swede,
about the run on GameStop stock.
Swede, who works in sales, has made several trades over the years that have paid off,
sometimes netting him a few hundred dollars
here or there.
Day trading for many of the people he sees
on Reddit is like betting on fantasy football
teams. People like to win, but they don’t take
themselves too seriously, he said.
“I never invest more than I can stand to
lose,” he said. “It’s fun. It’s a casino.”
He has been a member of Reddit’s
“WallStreetBets” page where people have

RHYME TIME

St. Paul resident Cody Swede has traded
stocks mostly for fun since he was in his mid20s, mostly making a few trades per quarter
with relatively modest sums.
But in December, the now 34-year-old
Swede decided to purchase shares of video
game chain GameStop as part of a collective of small investors who banned together,
many emboldened by posts on one of Reddit’s online forums, to help push up the
stock price.
Not only have initial investors reaped large
financial benefits as the stock climbed more
than 1,700% in January, but they felt vindicated by the squeeze they put on hedge funds
that had bet against the struggling retailer.

freezing nights followed by warm days.
Minneapolis is on the westernmost edge
of this sweet spot — the Northern Deciduous Forest — as it sweeps up into Canada,
over the Great Lakes toward the Atlantic
Ocean.
Making syrup is pandemic-perfect:
It’s outdoors, kid-friendly and social. It’s
fun, kills time and is productive, and in
the end you will have bragging rights to
your own vintage of homegrown, natural maple syrup with the taste of your
own terroir.

ZSW

Loons sign versatile
veteran striker Agudelo. C2

The prosecution, which
goes first and gets a brief rebuttal by special prosecutor Jerry
Blackwell after the defense,
carries the bigger burden
and has much more ground
to cover. The prosecution’s
job is to convince the jury
of Chauvin’s guilt “beyond a
reasonable doubt” on three
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