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» For the past year, we have been reimagining our News in 
Education program

» Heard loud and clear: easy, one-click access

» Two new focuses:
1. 100% digital access, 100% of Minnesota students, 100% free

2. Be an engaging resource for Minnesota teachers

Why is Star Tribune doing this?
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» Engaging with Star Tribune

» Civil Discourse

» Top tips for having civil discourse in the classroom

» Finding a point-of-view

Session #1: Civil Discourse
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Engaging with Star Tribune
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Reporting Opinion

https://www.startribune.com/covid-19-risk-lurks-as-mshsl-considers-restart-of-prep-football-volleyball/572465751/
https://www.startribune.com/when-it-comes-to-reopening-38th-and-chicago-city-and-community-find-themselves-at-an-impasse/572330482/
https://www.startribune.com/ap-explains-what-happens-with-the-supreme-court-vacancy/572460142/
https://www.startribune.com/stop-blaming-students-for-covid-19-surges/572457262/
https://www.startribune.com/sack-cartoon-2020-summer-tour/572256692/
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People will always have differing opinions… 

https://www.startribune.com/to-reform-the-supreme-court-judiciously-try-term-limits/572798812/
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» Civil Discourse: Engagement in a conversation intended to enhance 
understanding. 

» Civil: 
1.   Curious and polite. 
2.   Relating to ordinary citizens and their concerns.

» Setting boundaries and expectations for how to have a civil discourse is 
important – particularly online. 

Civil Discourse: A life skill for our communities’ future leaders
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Top Tips – Civil Discourse 

https://www.startribune.com/restarting-minnesota-prep-football-volleyball-seasons-full-of-challenges/572429472/
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1.   It’s not about having a debate; it’s about sharing differing points of view to 
increase overall understanding

Civil Discourse Top Tips
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» To hear the other side of an issue isn’t a threat to your perspective, it’s the 
opposite: it strengthens it.

#1: It’s not about having a debate; it’s about sharing differing 
points of view to increase overall understanding

Student 1

Football and volleyball seasons 
should start up right away!

Student 2

Sports that can’t social 
distance simply shouldn’t be a 
priority during a health 
pandemic!
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1.   It’s not about having a debate; it’s about sharing differing points of view to 
increase overall understanding

Civil Discourse Top Tips

2.   Listen actively and ask questions
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» Listen with the intent to learn; don’t be thinking ahead to your next point

» Asking questions is one of the most open-ended, non-leading ways to have an 
engaging conversation.

#2: Listen actively and ask questions

Student 1

“Students who play multiple 
sports gain life and social skills. 
If all the sports are in the 
spring and students have to
choose, they will miss out on 
those skills.”

Student 2

“That’s an interesting point. 
Can you tell me more about 
that?”
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1.   It’s not about having a debate; it’s about sharing differing points of view to 
increase overall understanding

Civil Discourse Top Tips

2.   Listen actively and ask questions

3.   Address the ideas, don’t attack the person
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» Don’t make it personal!

» Avoid negative adjectives like “dumb,” “stupid,” or “irrelevant.”

#3: Address the ideas, don’t attack the person

Student 1

“Playing in front of fans is 
important. I think if we are able 
to mandate masks and social 
distance measures, a certain 
amount of fans could attend 
games.”

Student 2

“I understand your point about 
the importance of fans. 
However, I have concerns 
about that. I believe it would 
be difficult to ensure students 
follow the guidelines...”
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1.   It’s not about having a debate; it’s about sharing differing points of view to 
increase overall understanding

Civil Discourse Top Tips

2.   Listen actively and ask questions

3.   Address the ideas, don’t attack the person

4.   Have empathy – lived experiences often shape beliefs
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» Recognizing that not everyone is seeing each scenario through the same filter is a 
powerful way to have a healthy, productive dialogue.

#4: Have empathy – lived experiences often shape beliefs

Student 1

- Household puts a lot of 
importance on sports

- Good chance of getting a 
college scholarship for football 
or baseball

Student 2

- Parents work in the 
healthcare system

- Grandpa lives with them who 
is high risk to the virus
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1.   It’s not about having a debate; it’s about sharing differing points of view to 
increase overall understanding

Civil Discourse Top Tips

2.   Listen actively and ask questions

3.   Address the ideas, don’t attack the person

4.   Have empathy – lived experiences often shape beliefs

5.   Use “I” statements
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» “I feel…” “I believe…” “What I understand is…” “From my point of view…”

» It isn’t stating a position as fact, it’s expressing how you as an individual are 
reacting.

#5: Use “I” statements

Student 1

“I feel that we can do enough 
to make football and volleyball 
this fall safe because...”

Student 2

“From my point of view, I 
believe the risks do not 
outweigh the rewards of 
pushing a fall start because…”
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1.   It’s not about having a debate; it’s about sharing differing points of view to 
increase overall understanding

Civil Discourse Top Tips

2.   Listen actively and ask questions

3.   Address the ideas, don’t attack the person

4.   Have empathy – lived experiences often shape beliefs

5.   Use “I” statements – “I feel…” “From my point of view…” “I hear what you are saying…”

6.   Agree to disagree
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» At the end of the day, hopefully both sides learned something. And if they still 
disagree, that’s okay.

» Can still respect and live with the other person.

#6: Agree to disagree

Student 1

“Hmmm… what can we do to 
think of more serious measures 
to take?”

Student 2

“Hmmm… how can we support 
students who had a great 
chance at a scholarship?”
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1.   It’s not about having a debate; it’s about sharing differing points of view to 
increase overall understanding

Civil Discourse Top Tips

2.   Listen actively and ask questions

3.   Address the ideas, don’t attack the person

4.   Have empathy – lived experiences often shape beliefs

5.   Use “I” statements – “I feel…” “From my point of view…” “I hear what you are saying…”

6.   Agree to disagree
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» As teachers, you have a powerful opportunity to create a safe space for your 
students to practice these important skills. 

» You can also reference the points during discussions and use it as a way to
moderate the discussions, keeping both civil and learning in-practice.

Teachers are moderators
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Engaging examples

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xiAY4KI2WY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dG5fkAgJmqc
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» Articles can be read in class or shared beforehand to have a point-of-view 
already explored.

» For POV, can use a worksheet with similar questions as below:

» What is the main point of this article? 

» What is your reaction to the point of the article?

» Why is that your reaction? Please give three reasons (it’s okay to look up more information)

» Create “I” statements

Preparing for discussion: find your point-of-view
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Thank you!


